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Bairam was still suspicious of the motives of hisformer protege.
However, he offered to surrender if Munim Khan, who had in the
meantime been appointed Prime Minister, was sent to escort him
to the court. Akbar did not hesitate to agree to this request. When
brought to the presence of Akbar, Bairam cried aloud and sought
forgiveness. Abul Fazl writes:
The day was unpropitious to sedition-mongers, and their faces
were blackened. He (Bairam) turned his face towards the sub-
lime court, and in the Divine month of Muharram (968) he
flung a handkerchief round his neck and made the prostration
of shame and contrition. He laid his dust-strewn head at the
feet of His Majesty, partly with pain, partly with shame for
his crimes, and partly with joy at his pardon, and wept aloud.
The Shahinshah accepted the excuse that he offered for his
unfortunate behaviour, and with his sacred hand raised Bairam
Khan's head from the ground of humiliation, and embraced
him. He took the cloth from his neck, and wiped from his
face the tears of penitence and the dust of shame. With his gra-
cious lips, he inquired about his health and bade him sit on his
right, as had been the rule \ when Bairam Khan was the Prime
Minister. He bade Munim Khan sit beside him, while other
officers took their places according to their rank. With his pearl-
dropping lips the Shahinshah uttered such words of kindness and
favour that the dust of bashfulness and the mist of shame dis-
appeared from the Khan's brow. Thereafter, His Majesty rose
up and bestowed on Bairam Khan a,glorious robe which he was
wearing over his own breast, and gave him permission to go to
Hijaz. Two high officers of the court were deputed to escort the
Khan to the border of the Empire.
Accepting his fate with equanimity, Bairam marched across
Rajputana towards the coast in order to board a ship to Mecca. In
a few weeks he arrived at Patan, the ancient capital of Gujarat.
The Afghan Governor of the city, Musa Khan Fauladi, received
the Khan with honour and made suitable arrangements for his
stay there pending the arrival of a ship. The famous gardens and
lakes of the town charmed Bairam, and he made it a point to visit
the nearby beauty spots nearly every day. One evening he had
just landed from a visit to an island pavilion in the principal